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counter to prevailing conceptions, and it may in fact be said to
provide the only serious criticism of national State sovereignty
put forward in France in the nineteenth century. Centraliza-
tion and nationalism were too firmly rooted in the national
consciousness,1 and that particularly among the very Radicals
and Democrats whom Proudhon's plea for liberty might other-
wise have reached, for so isolated an attack to meet with
any success. The would-be epoch-making Principe federatif
passed by unnoticed. Eight years later Proudhon's prophecies
about war and the Empire were to be tragically fulfilled, but
the sufferings of that war only served (not unnaturally) to
tighten the bonds of national unity, and the Third Republic
proved that Proudhon was right when he said that changes in
the form of government only seemed to strengthen the bonds
of administrative despotism.
*           *             ******
Proudhon has often been called not so much a Socialist as
an anarchist, and that is true if we oppose the philosophical
idealist anarchism of a Bakunin or Kropotkin to the rigid
coercive Socialism of the collectivist school. Even Federalism,
with its minimum of authority, was a compromise with his
ideal of complete freedom from all governmental control, a
compromise made necessary for a while by the fact that man
was not yet morally ready for unlimited liberty. Nor is it easy
to place him in any school of Socialist thought: he was perhaps
least removed from Fourier, to whom he owed a real debt,
particularly in his insistence on liberty, and on the need for
detached scientific observation free from sentiment, together
with his ruthless denunciation of industrial feudalism. But the
debt must not be exaggerated: Proudhon considered, as we
saw previously, that Fourier had allowed himself to be carried
away by a naive belief in the magic power of association, and he
loathed his immorality and erotic mysticism. From Saint-Simon
and other Socialists he does not seem to have received more
than a general stimulus to social study.
1 The anti-nationalism of French Socialism in the last years of the century
was directly borrowed from Marx and did not really constitute an alternative
philosophy of the State.
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